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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

. HUMDOLDT'S LE(TERS TO VARNHAGEN

YON ENBE." .
Y EXANDER VO LDT AN
”""v?ugfm‘é'%ﬁa ENSE, AUS DEN JARRKN 187
PIN I8 Nunsr AvsioBusy  Avs Varssmaumss Tius
HUBCHERS UMD Briaran vos VARAMAURN UND ANDEXY
AN HunpopoT
Since the Laue woen the two greatest German

poots, Goetbe aod Scbiller, hurled their literary
torpedoes amovg 4 pudhe whick, in the midst
of tottering throoss aod shattered empires had
no eyss nor ears but for tho progress of belies-
lottres, fice seniia eats, and abstract problems of
metapbysios, vo publiestion in Germany has ever
oveated 20 deep & sensation. or roused so much feel:
ing ss the private correspondance of Alexander von
Humboldt and Varnhagea vom Ease, lately pub-
lishad by the apirited ave genial misce of lhll?tor‘
Ne small amoust of moral courage was requisite
for this publication. Mus Ludmills Assing, bo
fore vestaring upon this bold atep, Wwas "" aware
of the deadly enmuty ste was but too certsin to en-
counter. She knew that hundreds of influential
peresna, some of them belonging to the higheat
rauks of sooety, would bs stung to the quick by
these revelations. Yet she mever hesitated to
fulfill what she oonsidered as s duty to the pub-
lio, aad even in & groater degroe bo the deparied.
« It wns Humboldt & express desire,” she says,
« that theea lotiess showid be published after his
death. For wowhers has he expressed his sen-
timents in & boldor snd more straight-forward
manpper tham in his commuaioations to his old
sad well-tried [riend Varchsges—than whom he
loved or esteewed no ons more deoply. To him he
confided all those letters which it was bis deuire to
have preserved.”

The motives of Misa Asirg having boen asssiled
in some of the German journals, sha has vigor-
ously maintained her poation, and sdd«d the
most indiapulabis vidence thet UHambolat sod
Varabagen desired b liavo s correspondence pub-
lished immediatery ai'er their eath. They wisbed
to leave & clear roceid of their real mentiments by
proving thay i spitn of their uear Telstioos
with the governwg classra they bad al
waps  befriended tta  popalar  canss, toe
cause of freodom aud bawamty, Of tha thar
copfidential letters ocutsiu ample proof, and not of
thia only.

Pumboidt's gondness of heait, his independ-
ence of tmought avd langesge in his frequent
interoourse with monsrchs, kis gewiality, good
bumor, snd wit, tis modesty in subjecting kis o wo
judgment in Lierary matiors unreservredly to Lbat
of bis feiend, agosar W a striking lighk oo almost
every page of this remwrxabls little book. DBat
there is slso no waut of expression of deep indig
sation st the folly or baseases of the rulers of
Europe, and no meicy is shown to imbecility or
eruwe elad iu purple.

Tha correapondencs oonsistimg almost exalu-
sively of sma and detached nobes, whish oec-
casiouslly paseed between twe infumate friends,
who had almost daily opportunities of seewng
one another, camnot be expocted to contain any-
thing like elaburate opimious on matiers of publie
interest, In fuot, witn scarcely any exception, they
cootain ruere aptorams, dotached ideas, brief re-
marks, bmworous, sarcastical, sestimertal, or phi-
losophiosl. In many osees the letters are so meager
that they would eoszo-ly be intelligible without the
brief explanutions added by Varahagen. In other
onses the allusions are well usderstood by those
familiar with all the detals of the literary and
political lifs of Germany, bui are without any
mesnizg to others. Henoe, ib & impossible that
aay maere tracaiation, destituto of axplanatory notes,
ahould boable to prodacs tas same impression upon

sges, Humboldt turnsd away in disgust, and on
many occasions showed his contempt ssd indigos-
t0n in the wost unmist kabie manser. Not ve.

the presence of the kiog prevented bim from ridi-
4 . th idolatroas sham piety of the

culing or censuring
Gei h‘rh and Stavls, the confidential advisers of the
king on all church matters. They took revenge

by decryiog bimasa " Jaoobin, who enrriss th‘o -

color in his pocket,” or by vague and dark insinus-

tions ageinet his chatacter; but his position wos

guch, that it wasimpossible to drive hin away. The

following note occurs in Varnhagen's diary, under

dete of Jan. 29, 1862: ¢ To-day Humboid} came to

soo me. Remarkably active considering his sge. Is

highly ineensed at the French coup d'état, the bloody

violence, the arbitrary banishments, the rebbery of
the Orleans property. The king was ot first jubi-

las$ over the news, To him and his courtiers the
erime ocommitted agaivat the natien, the representa-
tives of the people, against law and the most sacred
osthe, was uot at all ohjectionable; but the fact that
the adventurer mtends o retain universal suficage,
is courtivg the people, playing at socialsm, and
grasping at the imperial croms, is to them most
unpalatable.” When the king, under the regims
of the Mantenflsl Cabinet, had complataly sattiad
down ioto a childish, almost idiotis stubboran-es.
Humboldt remarks of him (Sept. 9, 1553): **Tha
kivg hates and despises all his ministars, eapamally
Raumer, of whom be sperais as of & donkey, Evou
when they oppose his wishes, hia want of energy is
such as to render him subject to their will. Seme-
times he libes to plsy the part of a constitu‘ional
king, nnd, with an impotent irony, relieves himaslf
of all moral responsibiiity in matfers of epision:
sgain he whines over the rascally ‘State,’ s if it
was something entirely foreign te him, complaina of
bis ministers’ wanot of respectful atteation because
of their devotion to that rascaliy State,” eto.

The relation in which Humboldt stood toward his
ecurtly surroundinge, is well characterized by him
io & letter of Jan, 25, 1556, in which he styles him
self “a wild man of the woods {H"drfmmxl:k)!
whom they fancy to bave tamed at the con:ts of
royulty.” Those clesr eyes with which he had
spied out the inuermost secrets of nature were not
10 be dimmed by royal splendor or by the fumes of
jureuse with which the monkish kmights of the

2ndewitz stamp enveloped the Court of Sanssouci.

[» & couversation he had with Varohagen, Aug. 11,
1555, ‘' be denounced Gen Radowitz as s lay Jes-
wit, eallea bim 8¢, Igoatius, and sneered at him un-
mercifiuly. s to the King," be added, *‘ thegrea:
destinen of 1raly do not eogage his atteution for
one moment, bit 3 painted window-psue, soime
flourish on &n o!d munument, & ourious family
name, or other trifles of the eort, deeply interest
and amuse bim. To sstisfy this puerlle taste
for tomfocleries, Radowitz is the right sort
of & man, The same holds true of Dunsen,
wi'h whom the King is in regular correspondence
about all sorts of abstrusa theologisal curiosities."
« What & misfortune,” Humboldt added, “to be
obliged to live with such miserable duoces as
Gerlach, Raumer, aod others, who bave feath-
ered their vests atthis court.”

Amovg the tomfooleries which at one time
engaged the interest of the court, Iamboldt
mentiops the table-moving wanis. July 10, 1854,
he writee: ‘I do et begin to have an
idea of the apirituslization (Begeistigung) of
pine weod at the king's table, where everybody
religiously believes init.” . He smiles at the empty
vauity of the aristocracy on occssion of a grand
distribmion of orders ‘‘powr ls mérite," * Bes
bow porcelain buttons, peacock feathers, and rib-
bons, excite the passions of these masikina!" Ham-
boldt himeelf hed, during his long career, received
orders by tha peck, but never wore them. A Rus.

ils readers as the oiriginal bas preduced among
the Germans Stll, ovon doduoting all that has
oniy s Jocal or perwonal or transien) interest,
there remain 1 this volwue maay things which
no ons decirous of retaining a correcs impression of
the cusracter of Humboidishould be vasequuinted
with.

Much hae been azid about the indelicacy shown
by Mise Asaing 1o not withholding frem the public
the ovnfidential opinions of Hamboldt on living per-
sons. It i nut to ba denied that in this respect
many paseages of the bouk appear somewhat shock-
ing, ewpecially in @ country whers it is toe most
unheard of thing to call a mandaria of the blué
porcolaia buiten by auy other name than his

Pofficial title. To be told by Humboldt that the
King vever spoks of his Cabiget Miuister, M. Voo
Rawmer, otherwivo thoe as a juckuss (Rindvieh)
must be moything but agreeable to that gentlaman,
who ie jnst now speoulating upon his chances of re-
turning to power. Norua it to be wonderad at that
the Grasd Duke of Ssxe-Weimar has sent his copy of
the beod, iull of indignant pencil marks, to the
Grand Dueal iibrary, woen Howmooldt, in one of his
lelers o Varnhagen, complaine of  the tedious con-
versation of this Friace, ** who courts the society of
scholars merely from s deaire to contisus the tradi-
tioms of his futher” (Charles Augusias, the grost
Muwosnas of Goolhie and Schillor), and whose pusrile
prejudices sgainst all soholars whoare nit also noble-
men, are shown up ie the most ridiculouslight. Louis
Napeleon, who, inmediately after the death of Hum-
boldt, had erdered a status to be erscted to his
memory, will probably reconsider his decree, on
mocing that Huwmbolds sets him down unqgualifedly
as the ilegitimate won of Admiral Verhuel, or 0a
reading the rollowing plain remarke, contained in a
nete of February 5, 1862: “*I have always been of
epinion that the most savage republic oould never do
80 great and lasting wjury to the moral progress of
mankind and to the vindication of human rights,
aa ke régwne de mox encle, le despotivme éclasré,
dogmatique, miclleur, that despotism which applies
all arts of civilization to the solo object of bolstering
the one-man power. To dacpen your detestation of
such dobasement which threatens to spread like the
plague, resd the Jourmal des Debats of doy belure
yosterday,"” &o.

An ipdividusl who was all-powerful under the
new idiotic king of Prussia, in faet the chief of his
kiteben-cabivet, to use & term readily uunderstood
in this comutry, is thus buodled without gloves
by Humboldt: * Of the whole erowd tbe privy-
councilor Nisbuwhr is the basest rascal—a mean
eneak, hypocrite, brimful of batred and venom,
!l;e will be glad to know that I am under the sod.”

umboldt's opicicns of the king a to
have undergone a great chasge, th::m:: to
ssy wilh all Lis porsousl frisndship for the
man ho would naver shut his eyes to the
gradual disappearssce of all his good qusl
ities, bis political tergivexsations, his growing ‘im-
bocility, stabbornness, and weacness of charsster,
While beir presumptive to the throne, Irederic
William seemsto bave been on the wost intimate
torma with Humbeldt. Fven duriag the firet years of
bis reign he-was often isfluenced 1o favor of liberal
mossures by Humbold('s fricadly advies.  But
when his mystioism carried him ferther and further
townrd the fends! romaatichm of the middle

sinn Minister of Btate, Noroff, baving come to
Berlin, acd expressed his astonishment at ** the
abrence of the police from the Uviversity,” Hum-
bouidt pluyfully remarks: * I thought best not to
undeceive tbe one-legged Raumer [ Norofl having
lost ope limb at the battle of Borudino.] Thus
¢ decipitur mundus,’

Humboldt knew perfectly thal the boasted free-
dom of scientific research in his country was a m=re
shem, His epnious of the chevalier Dumsen
were aoything but flattering; in faot, he
seemed to look upon him as a sort of
theological Quixote. April 1, 1844, he remarks:
“ Bunsen has not bacome s whit wiser, Ile has
proposed to the King to purchase Califoruis, to
send missionaries thither,” &e. In 1851, be
ridicules Bur sen’s partinlity for the Iligh Church,
and sdde: ** Desdes, I am very much afraid in re-
gerd to Bunsen's literary fame, which is endangered
by his tanciful theorios upon the first inhabitants of
the earth (Urrolker,) and upon the location of the
paradise of whict he bas ordered srwsp at Kispert's
(chartograpkio establishment). Maps of the opin-
iens of the nations (Falker) may be extended from
the wyths of the ark aud the Himalsys to Mount
Araratand Aramea Kymbotos; pay, to the Mexi-
ean Coxcox—creations of faney, oocurring io the
Mourwon Bible likewise.” Humboldt makes theeo
remarke on ceearion of an “exceedingly curions”
letter of the Chevalier, of which Varnbagen copise
& few lines into his diary. The learned Chevalier
complains bitterly of the evil tendencies of the sham
pious regime in Prusais; he maintaine that ' the most
ubject bypocrisy aud real infidelity are nur-
tared by ths baneful wystem,” sod ex-
presses his confidence that ** the German mind
wiil never, for sny length of time, submit to
this spiritual despotism.” To which Varuhagen
adds the following note: * Thus does Bunsen
write!| Dut wew only, when he has ceased tv be
the royal favorite! How differ ntly did the same
man think and act at s former period! Taen he
himself was an uwpholder of this baneful spiritual
despotism :

It scems that Humboldt never left slip an
opportunity fo castigate the hypocritical cant
of the advisers of the king. Oun one oeeasion,
when hLe wans sitting ot the king's table, some
measure of the Russiam Government was the
wubject of conversation. Humboldt mentioned
the Minister of Public Worship (Cultws). ' You
are mistaken,” the king said to him, ' this
was not & mensure of the Minister of I'ublic Wor-
ship, butof the Minister of Enlightenment—two
different functionaries altogether.” Humboldt
wilbout interrupting the strain of his remarks
merely said, (probably glancing at M. von Raumer
1 Prusian Minister of Public Worship): * Ab
thauk you; it was not, then, the Mivister of Public
Worship, but he of the zery reverse, whom I wa

speakivg of."  Can it be wondered that the advo
cates of * endarkening” (Ferfinsterung) hated
Humboldt intensely, and that they ware alway
bury to undermive bis position st the Courk

On some ocesnions Humboldt gave way to a feel
ing of despoudency at the seeming hopelessness of
the libersl eause in Europe, *‘Alus!” he sighs (Sept,
13, 1844), *in » fow days T shall have lived to see
my Toth birthday. Alas' I any, bocsnsn in 1759 [
fancied that, after the lapre of such u period, man-

Kivé wou d have solved mere problems. I have
seen mnoh, but still far less than I hoped to
see.” “The state of the world,” he wrilea six
years Iater (July 2, 1850), **is lika to the water
bottle which D'Alembett sbook in order to prodace
a web of differently shapsd bubbles  Then, mdi.
culing the hydraunc sevence of which himself was so
oelevrated an expounder, he said: ‘Cavulsz moi
erla” Many of the bubbles wilt be bursr hafire
men will have diplomatiouily calculated their pecish-
able forma.” Jan 13 1856, ho meations to Varn-
hagen anarticle of a Germsn paper publisbed in Cali-
fornia, *which I receive oseasionally from the hostof
a Germaa tavarn in Ban Francisoo (quite filthy, they
#ay), bearing my nama.”  The writer of that article
bad beasted that ‘‘we Germans are a nation of
thinkers, and our superiority over otasr nations
seems to ocovsist in this, that we cars little or
nothing about political er municipsl matt-ra."
 This, then,” Humboldt adds in a s=rrowfl
tone, **is the way in whioch Germans awert
the'r superiority on the comst of tne Panno
Aud bow do we aot bere 1 Among & handred elec-
tora thers are soaroely five who vote. It's foo
much trouble! It's our business to think, forsootn !
It way be remasked here that Humboldt bmeelf,
a8 an octogenarian, never failed to cast his vote at
elections, though sometimes he bad to wait for
bonrs before ks name was called in ita alpbadatical
ordar, He always voted for the liveral candidates
—such as thare wers,

In a lotter, dated March 13, 1853, he takes
a more hopeful view of the prospects of buman
liberty, Speaking of tho death of Leopold von
Buch, he says: * His death was a warning
given to me; c'est comme cela qua je serai dimanche
Avrd in what state will [ leave the world ! I, wao
lived in 1759, aod sympathized with tae sevtiments
whick at that time pervaded matkind. Bat cea-
turies are merely soconds in the grani march of
progiesssng humanity. Yet the ascending curve
has, here and there, soms little downward inflex-
jons, and 1t is uncomfortable to live in such a period
of temporary descent.”

The views entertamad by Hamboldt on religious
matters constitute o theme which geaerally, it bat
elightly tonsbed vpon by his adm'rers in tus eoun
try or Englund. Yot it seems somewhat pu-rie to
mince watiers on this subject, as, socner or later,
posterity will establih the facls in regazd to it. It
would not ke a difficult undertaking to envelop the
opinicns of Humboldt in & poatical vapor, after the
faghion of Fanst: * Who dares to pame him, who
to profees him, 10 say: I believe? Wno dares to
say: 1do not believe? The All-embraciog, the
All maintainirg, does He not embrase jou, me,
himseli 1" eto  But then, Humboldt himse'f plaiuly
disclaims any such msty speculstion. ** A Clristian
dogmatism baredupon philosophical interprotation,
1 coraider the straitest of all strait-jackets,” he re-
warks i a letter of March 15, 1810, The fact ia
that Huwboldt, ltke s great many other natural
philosophers, coud pot perceive God as distinet
from the universe, The * unmiverss,” the ' Ko2-
mos" was to him the great unit of all cause and
effsct, and the teacbiogs of revealed religion in re-
gard to a medintion between God and man, he con-
sidered as myths. Thus, when his attention has
been directed to the bold eriticisms of Bruno Baaer
he smiles at the great pains Lauer tskes to prove
what to bhim (Humbeldt) seems a relf-evident
truism, viz : the non-antbecticity of the Gospel
He writes (letter, dated December 3, 1F41):
¢ Bruno (Bauer) has fourd in me a prmad-
amitical convert When 1 was & boy, the
very Court-preschers taught like him. I
had to jom the Cburch under s minister who also
told us that the evargelists had left some memo-
rai da whieh, st a later period, had beepamed as
material for fictitions biographies (woraus man
spiter Biographicen gedichlet), Many years ago
[ wrote: All posirive religions consist of turee dis.
inct parts—a oode of morals which is nearly the
samein allof them, and geoerally very pure; a geolog-
ical chimers (réve geologigue), and s myth or alittle
historical novel. It is the last named of the three
elements which in the coursa of tme acquires the
greatest importance "' Bpeaking of Strausa’s ¢ Life
of Jesus,” which he calls a ** remarkable book,”
be aaya (April 6, 1842): ** The critical methed of
Strauss is excellont, Besides,the book is valuable
in givirg the entire dogmatical history of 1he times,
and especially in uncovering the crafty tricks of
those theologiane, who, following the wags of
Keblerermacher, professto believe in all forms of the
Chitinn wytk, and are pompously followed to the
grave by royal carriages, while they slyly subati-
tute a so-salled philosophical explanation to all
these wyibs, What | dislike in Strauss is the
flippancy with which be asserts the genem-
tien of orgapie beings from inorganic matter,
of man frum Chaldwan mud ( Urschlamm). That
be thivke bghtly of the nebulous metters (Wauen
Diwgen) beyond the grave, I easily forgive him—
perbape only from the fact that man lkes fo be
agreesbly surprised by lowering bis expectation ns
far as pomsible.” On May 10, 1846, Prince Met-
ternoh bad written a long letter to Hum-
boldt, in which be spoke of the “eternal limits
which God kas ercelod arousd human knowledge,”
aud of the ‘“frivolous boldoess of too ambilious
minds who, baviog vainly attempled in their search
for 1be Grest Cause to transgress those limits, re-
turn on Lheir paths only to tumble back into the
slupidity of psganism by pretending to discover the
caute 1n the effects.” This note Humboldt cow-
municates to bis friend Varnhagen, accompanying
it with the brief remark; I send you, my dear
friend, for your eollection of sutographs a most re-
markable letter of Pricce Metternioh, which fin-
isbes quite semi-theologieslly. It is full of deep
perception and patbos, tapering off into fear of
panthelsm.” Iu a letter, dated October 2, 1515,
Humboldt mentions an article of the ** Westminater
Review,” which makes rather light of the * Kos-
mos.” He suys in sn almost jocular manner:
““Then follows the denuneiation of my atheism,
slthough in the Kosmos I have always
used the terms *‘Creation” and the * Created.”
On Novewber 30, 1856, Humboldt states,
on the authority of & communication of a friend
of bis, that ““iu the Belgian Chambers they are de-
bating about me as a materialist and » republican,
who ought to be deposed forthwith.” And he adds:
‘ What men have believed in or not believed in, is
8 fit subject for discussion after they have died and
cfliciaily been buried sod preachked upon by M. Sy
dow (the Conrl-preasber) " In his eonversstio
Humboldt frequently indnlged in hits, more or lea
good na'ured, againat priests. Ou Nov, 22, 1356, b
shewed to his friend a living chameleon, remarkin
at the same time: * This is the only animal whic
ean look upward with one cye and downward wit
the other atthe same time. There ara none bu
our priests who can do the ssme thing, baving a
single eye on heaven, and looking toward worldly
goods sud prolits with the otker.”

But if Humboldt was wot  believer in revealad

religion, he was still less an wdbereut of cither the

so-called **ideal phitsophy” of Hegel or. the
“pature philosophy” of Schelling In regard to
tbe former, he speaks barshly of that wingular idio-
syucinwy which persists in putling all real facts
and things upon the rack of a preconceived and
arbitrary metapbysical system, His antagonism to
Hegel ix repentedly expressed in the eorreapond-
ence with Varhagen. In 1837 he wrote: ** 1 ahall
read atteutively the historical essnys of Hegel,
especially since 1 hold a savage prejudice agast
the theory that every nation muast represent some-
thing (some abstract iden), that everything in the
world has happened merely in order that ‘there
shall be fulfilled’ what the philosopher has thought
fit to demonatrate,” This is aimed directly at
Hegel, whuso entiro system consists in roducing
everything that has ever existed or kappened to a
stage in the development of **toe ides Applying
this system to geographical facte, Hegel had taught
that the configuration of the dry land on earth
was in sccordance with the * contrast of tha idea”
that the enstern henusphere represented the mas-
colive elemeat the western the feminine; that
hence the American continent had slender forms,
s mcie weakly fauna and flora; that the catile
were less vigorous, the crocodiles weaker than thoie
in the aneient world. All such philossphical vaga-
rics were treated by Humbolds in the plainnat
terms as sheer nomsense and self-stultification.
In his letters he vignrously contends for ihe * etor-
nal rights of indindgality,” us against all eqealiziag
metaphysical systems which to him appear to ve mere
rempants of wedieval scholaalicistu—at best a play
at words aud bigh-soundiog pbrases, as bootless as
laborious, From s religions point of view,
Humbclet must perhape be called a mate-
rislist philosopher, or, perhaps, na atheist
Curmdered from s philosophical stand-poiat, the
term “‘realist” would seem wors appropriste to
tbe views entertained by Hamboldt tuan that of
'materialist.” Dat in stating this, it ought never
to be forgotten that Ilumbo'dt had been reared
sud bved in o menlgl stmosphere, whers tho 1den
of pesitive religion bad long since caasad to be con-
sidered ss inscparable from the idea of morality
and bumanity, [n Englavd or Amerisa tho all
but urniversai belief in 1hat an unbeliever cancot but
be an immorsl man at the same time. That belief
did pot snd does not exist in the societyin which
Humbolds lived. In all his diings be might well
be calied a Christian; in his faith be was no$, nor
did he pretend to be.

This {act being known to wany, several altempta
were made to oonvert him. Thus a man named
Augu:t Grau, in Moutgomery County, Obio, wrole
to bim, in February, 1552, entreating him to be-
come a Christian; and, curiously evough, puiating
out to himm the glorious example of Bernadotte (the
late Kiog of Sweden), who—so Mr. Grau ssserte—
had beew ecuverted by the simple Leachiogs of &
pour pessaxl. Amorg muny other Leings, bo saya:
“1f Jeaus éoes not dwell in our kearts, who can
dweil there but Satan?” Wherenpeo Humbeldt,
in tendirg this lettor to Varohsgen, says: ** Puace
this singuisr goid-natured letter among your pry-
crolegicel cwicsilies, This man, wio is so deeply
oinvineed of the salvation of Derusdotte, tells we,
in & round-about way that Satan holds tae rewns in
my hewr', as he did in Goethe's, the pious Kuat's,
and Widland's,” At another time a similar
sttempt was made by an inmate of a joung
ladies’ boarding-achosl. On the 21at of Marsh,
1544, sn awopymous lettor-wriler from Bolingen
tells Homboidt: **Some time sge [ read in a
newspaper that some one from Kooigeberg ia said
to have cousulted you sbout some discovery in
physical sciorce. From tin 1 conclude that you
a:e a ostural philosopher ( Naturforscher ), and may
be sequaintad with some friends who are also natu-
1l philoscphers. Now, haviog myself made soms
important discoveries in respect to the secrsts of
nature, I would like some time  other to confer
with you. Derhaps either of us may esnler some
sdvantage upon the other, ele., eto. P. B.—AL
OGoturied 11., merchant st Derlin, can give you
all neceesary reference in regard to my posl-
tion and character.” Humbolds good humoredly
reples:  ““The conclusion which some time
siuee Las dawoed upon you, from the columus
of a pewspaper, that I might be u writer on notu-
ral philesophy, is quite eorrect. Ia faet, I have
been so presumptuous as fo publish some works
about the patural seciences since the year 1750
Bearcely ayear before hin death he reccived a loter
from Nebracka in which the grave question was pro-
pounded to him where the swallows stay during the
Winter season, Varshagen, to whom b showed
the letter, ssked him whether that was not a ques-
tion as yet undecided. ** Of conrsn it 15," H. ap-
swered; 1 know nw little about it as any other
wan; but,” Le added, playfulily, **of that I have
told iny Nebraskian eorrespondent nothing, because
such thinge must not be made publie.”

Having, in the course of owr peregrisation
through Humboldt's correspondence, safely landed
in America, we way za well trazalate his remarks
on American political matters. 1In a lotter of his,
dated July 31, 1554, the following remarks eceur:
“'Tis true, & gieat deal of friendliness is shown to
me in the Un:ted States; still, I cavmot refrain from
perceivivg that, unfortunately, freedom in Americn
is but a mecharism in tie element of uwlisy, bus
little improving man, uor giving impulses to human
usture toward the vindication of truth and the de-
velopement of correet sentiment (das Geistige wnd
Gemnthlichs anregenl) which ought to be the ulti.
mate object of liberty. Hence, indiffarenca toward
the subject of alavery prevails thers. But the
United States are a Cartesian whirlpool, earrying
away everything and grinding 1t down to & tedivus
dead level™ (lamguweilig wivellivend). Oa Sspt.
11, 1856 he complaina: * Unfortunately, Bachanan
will be the next President, not Fremont, the acocom-
plished traveler, who has four timos surveyed the
overland route to California, and to whom we are
indebted for th fact of California having become »
Freo State.” Of Jobn Bigalow's Life of Frement,
Huwboldt speaks. ( Dee. 5, 1556) in fAattering torms.
In directing Varnhagen's attention to an artiols
upon thealavery question, he writes: *'IntheJournal
des Debats you will find an excellent acticle of
Laboulaye upon the *domestic institutions' and
the extension of Slavery over territory heretofore
free by the infamous (schiindliche) Piarce " 1pon
the reception of the newa of Buchanan's slection,
be exclamms (Nov. 21, 15056): *¢ Thus, then, the
infamous party which sells negro children of fifty-
pourd weight, which coufars (upon Brooka) canes
of honor as the Kuseian Emperur does swords of
bonor, which demenstrates that all white laborers
prght better be slaves than freomen—has prevailed,
Whal an outrage ™ Tt wiil ba seen from this that
be tock & very lively interest in the 1"+ dential
election of 1556, I fact, wo strongly did Le on
every oceasion express his sympathies with the
Republican cause, that 5o Inte as Sept, 9, 1854, Lo
wa quite surprised at receiving anything like polite
trentment at the hands of Mr, Buchanan's Adinis-
tration. Under that date, be sends to Yaruhagon n
letter of ** the American Minister of War," Mr,

Floyd, “ who,” hn ndds, ** fora wonder has sot
saide all political animosities he may be supposed to
bave agninst me because of my friendship for Fre-
mont.”  The fact is, that the articles published in
some of our Democratic papors during the onm-
paign of 1866, and containing the vilest- abuse
of Humboldt on aceount of his sympathies with the
Republican party had been extensivoly republishod
in Germany, Perhape it was quite patural for
Humboldt to conelude from the tenor of these
articles that even the members of our Demoeratic
National Administration bore him the most intenss
hatred. On Jan, 11, 1858, Humboldt writes: *In
Livingstone's resenrches [ take a lively interest, prin-
cipally on secount of his views on the capacities of
the negro race. These come very opportune at a
time when, under pretonse of free labor, France on
the one hand and Ameries on the other favor
the African slave-trade in the most infamous man-
per.,” This shows that Humboldt did not at
all conour with cur modern physiologists who
discourse about the natural inferiority of the
black race, or that, at any rste, be indiguantly re-
jected the conclusion that on account of a lesser do-
gree of uatural enpacity the black race ought to
he deprived of all human rights by the stronger
race.

Beside the paseages here translated, there is in
Humboldt's letters nothing in regard to America or
Awe: ieans, exceps a letter of Mr. Prescott, whom
Humboldt introduces to Varnhagen as *‘the great
Aweniesn historian.” Amoeg ths other lo'ters of
distimguished pereovages inseried into this volume,
there sre several of more than common interest,
Prince Metternich, in his letters fo Llumooldt, given
bers, appears in a mueh mere favorable light taan
hie did in his career as a statasman  In one of hia
communications he waxes qnite sentimental, eom-
plaining that the loogings of his beart bad never
been fulfilled, that his natural ioclinations had
prompted him to follow the career of s scholar,
when circumstanses over whioh flo had no eontrol
Lad thrust him ioto politics. Altogether, theso
complaints saund very much like an amplification

of Nero's dging exelanati:n: ** Qualis artifer

pereo.”  Letters of the lute King Chrutian VILL

of Dexmark, of the Grand Dukes of Tuscany and

Raxe-Weimsr, of the Duchess of Orlesns, of
Prince  Albert, all ge to show, by their

deeply respectful tone, what a degree of esteem

Humboldt enjoyed even among wearers of crowns,

Piinee Albert is made to appear 1o a somewhat la-
dicrous bight in one of I.’s letters Oa February
21, 1547, H. commaunicates to bis friend a *‘rather
et and pedastic letler of Priee Alberi,” whom
ha says, *‘has had the pelitevess not to thavk me
for kaving, at hiz own wish, loft a copy of the Kos-
mos on his tuble in the Castle of Btolzenfals.

Dut now the black-bird (toe order of the Black

Eagle, conferred upon him by the King. ) bas made
him & uttle mors polits, In his letter be makes me
aprak of ‘eddying oceaus of light, and of starry
terraces,’ 8 Coburg emevdation of my words, quite
Envglish, ¢comirg from Windsor, whers there are
plenty of terraces, On page 159 Ibad used the

term *The starry oarpet’ (Stsrmenteppich), com-

paring the starless spots on the sky ta.the open

spuces between the meshes of a web. The work

on Mexican monumenta wh ch be presenta me with

85 & gittof hooor I purchased two years ago. [t
would have been more delicate to present me with a

eplendid edition of Byron's works. Then it is rather

sivgular that he does pot even mention the ()neen.

Peihapeshe deems my Book of Nature unobristian.”

In his reply to this letter, Varnhagen would seem to

have gently reproached Hamboldl for judging too

harebly of Prince Albert, for in another note, dated

“eb. 27, HBumboldt says: ** You are quite gt ia
reproachiog me for having besn too severe on him
of the ‘starry terraces.’ But I am only severe
against the mighty, and upon this man I eanmot
but look with some suspicion, since aa interview I
bad with him at Stolzenfels. Theze he said to me:
I know you sympathize deep’y with the Poles, but
unhappily the Polea deserve our sympatnies just as
little an the Irish." Muhidizit! Dut whatof that!
He may still be the handsome consort of the British
Queen!”  That Humboldt was only severe ngainat
the mighty is trne enough, Toward all those
inferior to him he was kind and lenient to a fault.
Iu faet, be would have rendered greaterservicatothe
publie if he had bandled more severely those writers
of trash who importuned him for favorable opin-
ions on their ** worke." Ouly in very extreme cases
couid he copquer his kindoess sufficiently to re-
buke these sycophants as atrongly as they deserved.

From the Jetters of Balzae, Victor Hugo, and
Jules Jauin, ivtroduced into the HMumboldt cor-
respondence, the fact appears that these literati
showed much less of common eivility to the venerable
snge than princes. Itis almost ludicrons to see
a feuilletonist like Jules Janin address the author
of Kosmos ina flippant manner, s ** my dear col-
league,” ot to read an off-hand vote of Balzae, who
tells Humboldt that he (B.) has no time to go and
gee bin (1), but that he would be glad if H,
would be so kind as o appear at the railroad
depot by eleven o'clock, where he might have a
chance to salute him (B.) before Lis departurs,
At the time this pote was written, Humboldt was
in his seveuty-fourth year!

These different letters to Humboldt afford a
* prquant” seazoniog of lns own correspondence,
which, however, even withont these additions, is
one of the most valuable contributions to the per-
senal history of the great man.

—A translation of this volume by Mr. Friedrich
Kapp ia announced by Mesars, Rudd snd Carleton,

ELEMENTS OF CHEMICAL PUYSICE Ny Josam L.
Couxm, jr. Fve, pp, 0 Ldtile, Brown & Co,

The point of view from which the scisnce of chemis-
try is regarded In this volume, isthe rationals of the
principlés involved in the process of welshiug aud
measvring pmail quantities of matter. Since the time
of Lavolsler, who first ured the balance in investigat-
ing slemicul phonomens, the progress of the science
bas been meinly owing to suecessive improvementsin
thees procesees. Without a theoretical knowledie of
the principles on which they ure founded, the chamical
experimenter ls exposed to numervns and conetant
rources of error. Toe unthor of this work, wao oscu-
pies the chair of chemistry and miveralogy in Harvard
College, hsn here sttempted an analytical exposition of
those principles, while, at the same time, he Las taken
eare 10 record the Intest resuls of chemical injuiry, in
the present rapidly developing condition of the seience.
The volume ia distribated uader the titlos of the ** (on-
oral Properties of Matter,” the ** Thres States of Mat-
ter " (wolid, liguid, and gassows), * lleat,” and
" Weighing and Measuring.” Although it forms &
complete treatise in iteelf on the tovice to whick it s
devoted, it is intanded to sarve ay the first volnme of
sneztended work om the Philosophy of Chemistry.
It in iened in the suinptaons typographical style of the
Cambridge press, and is illastruted by numoroas plates
und disgrams,

————
THE LIFE OF FRIEDRICH SCHILLER. By Tuowmas

Canvyun, From the second Loeuden editton. |2mo., pp

1. Bhebllon k Co.

Iu tho proface to the wecond edition of this work,
published in London fifieen yews ago, Carlyle enters
a truculent complaint against the ** purtiea of the
pirate-spacien” thut were prapariv g to repriug it on their
own sccoust. ** There are books, ' ho aays, *“ s there

are borses, which s owser,
them, might prefer to adjust
throogh the head; but in the
the pirate-»pecies, thet is not pomible.
fore, that st least dirty paper, nnd errory of
te goarded againm, that & poos book, which hay gl
sposk, and pasa ite fow and evil dage with no bletoheg
but its own adhering (o is.”  Bat a1 that tims, o mors
than at the present, was any apology needed for ghe
res of & volame, whﬁhw.f-'*
mation fa regard to Schiller and the able treataisnt of
the subject by fresh bands must long remain s singe.
larly fasoiuating and lostractive plece of m'
To a jreat extens, it ia free from 00 ecoominiting gud
harshoesses of style, which bave mace the Inter wais.
inga of Carlyle repulsive to masy resdem, aad pro-
sents an admirable model of Bq“llmﬂn.*
sition. The criticiama on the writiogs of Schiller gy
both mcute and profonnd, and furuish sa exseliest
goite in the stody of these master-pleces of (armeg
literatare. In the remsrks on the life of the schelar
and varions other topiceof kindred interest, the detelly
of blograpby ara happily diversifisd with
philosophical reflectionasnd fruiuful hints for she emn.
duct of life,

CRITICAL AND MISTELLANEOUS RESATS: Corroms

Axp Kmrrmronun a7 Tworas Cantrie
Brown & Taggare. § vola B ma

With the exception of *‘ Sartor Resartas " the firg
appesrance of which in “ Frazer's Magasine consed
guch bewilderment and constarnation amoug the ** pe-
ppectabls” resders of Fuglish poriodicals, the mest
striking contributicns of Carlyle to the reviews sad

1
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in these eleguut mnd substantial volumes, For the me-
jority of readers, they possess & more aitrastive intes.
ert Lhan the subsequent elsborste productions, which
bave cost the author the study and toil of many years.
They, indeed, are the fruit of wide recearsh sad ripe
reflection; but they are more spomtancous in their
charscter, more deeply tinged with the persomalsy of
the wuthor, and often openin ¢ & pobler veia of shoaght
and sentiment than the historial co spositions which
8t 8 luter period bave aimost exclusively occupied Car-
lyle's srtention. The presens edition can scarcely be
commerded in too high terms.  Ia point of typograph-
ical execntion, it is one of the best performances of the
famous Rivervide press, sbowing equal scourmcy sad
beanty, A full summary of comtents is appended ta
each volume, axd in the last volume & copious and ex-
actindex furnishea an invaluable key to the whels
seri¢n. The edition is embelliched with a porirsit of
Carlyls from sn original painting, which pressnis as
Jark and sinister s pbysiognomy s could be sscribod
to the great destroyer of shums by their bilterest ad-
vocates.
—_—
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—Mr. Layard * whose researshes and discoveries
in Itallan Cturches are scarcely less conspicuous or
less successful than those to which he first owed his
furne in the Mounds of Assyris,” (in the words of The
Saturday Review), contributes to the Arundel Beciety
s bemutifaily printed and illustrated account of the
frescoes of Pinturicchio in the Church of Bt Maria
Maggiore, as Spello, in the Apenuines; large chreme-
lithic plates of which bavealso becn istued toths mem-
bers. The Arundel Bociety—somewhat afictadly
pamed after the Earl of Arundel—last of the grest
family of Fitzalan, the most distinguished counisseer
of his day, and collector of the Arandelian Marbles
is devoted to the illusiraiion of early Uhristisa
and Pre-Raphaelite art. Daring ten years' existence it
hae produeed besutiful works by Fra Angelico, Pers-
gino, Giotto (with his Life by Renkin, & ), engraved
by Gruner and other eminent artists. It has lately
udopted the improvements in color printing, and lssued
large chromolithographic plates s the best way ef
conveyirg the trus effect of the * storied walls” of the
«ld Ucbrisn and Tascan Churches, whers the nogleos-
«d worka of the great early masers are painfully siadisd
amid deeclat ou and approsching ruin by the Ar pili-

rim.
g —Fifieen thousand was the number printed sa s first
edition of the American reprint of “The Mill on
the Floge,” and the sale has been quite equal to the sa-
ticipution cf the trade.

—A vew edition of Dr, Andrew Ure's “ Dictisasey
of Chewistry,” reviset and rewrittes, #0 o4 fo be
au cowrant of the latest discoveries, with special
spplication to the wants of manafsctarers, is -
nousced by Meesra. Losgman, in uniform style with
the same sutbor's ' Dicticnary of Arts, Manufsctares,
ard Mives," recemtly produced in a revieed and
gularged forw, by them. The prepasation of the edi-
tien in intrusted to Mr, Ieary Watts, editor of the
“ Journalcf the Chemical Socioty.” Dr, Ure's Chomi-
ca! Dictonary hase beew a scares book for M yoars, and
a minual of this character is sure to meet with gres
RUCL e,

—The vew mumber of The Edisburgh Review
containe sn elaborate article on the Shakespears
Collier Controversy. The writer socepts the alterns-

to bis mntellect, as thesesamples 0f the manner in which
he is apoken of will show. ** He searcely ever givean
dotuiled sccoust of aoything withont & blunder, He
scurcely ever tol's the sume sory twice without varis-
tiozs, of more or less importance, He odvieusdy
quotes from memory on oceasions where the exast
wording is of importance, and his memory is constaatly
wrupg. FEven his viadieations of himeelf are rendsred
unsatisfactory, by his apparent incapabiliyy of grep-
pling in & vigorous and effsotive way with the charges
sgainst him,” 8o much for Mr. Collier's friends, Ii is
important, however, to keep in misd that the resl
question in dispute ia the genuinemess and suthes-
tivity of certain MS. documents, and that »0
orgonpl churgrs have beem brought sgains

r. Cclliar by the impugmers of thess manascrips.
If hie {riends choose to raise collateral issaes of & per-
sonal pature, their own discretion is to blame whea
they are reduced to the nse of similar phrases to these
quoted wbove in bis defense. It i ramored that the
forthcoming Qua-terly Rerview will take the oppe-
site side, and fairly setile the whole question.

—Mr, Luke B{-n, editor of e Elhnologied
Juirual, u pan'odlu],‘whoc. prewatare deconse cansed
a bluek in current literature thut hus not been flied 0
the present time, bua just commenced & new magaiine
cutitled The Future, s joursal of indopendsat re-
weuroh and criticiam of toe Physical and Historisel
Sciencea. The contants of No. I, now before s, are:
1. The Trae Place of Maun in she Animal Seals. IL
Primeval Earope—topic the Firs, Greece uad Luly
older than Egypt. 1(1. Darwin on Species. 1V. Pre-
Adsmits Man, It wiil be seen the raoge of tubjects is
large und they ure treated with correspondiog free-
dom and research. The price is almost nominsl, baing
1d. for the montkly number of 16 WW Mossrs.
Triibner & Co. of London ure the

—M. Cousin bas torn hi naslf awsy frou the boadsire
of Mudume de Longnevillo snd the fair o
the Fronde, avd resumed the goaves fancttons, which
wen bim & bigh cawe in ﬂﬂmp?rﬁ the completion
of his first-collected edition o
Abelard.” ‘The works of this rmd-u]»ﬂh T::'ll:
shilosfiphy (not for bis Lotiers) are
s iwmﬁme;-‘ student and M. Cousin has
drawn attention i his Whﬁlﬁﬂ“m-
lrwwho-hnmm.uﬂ!‘hw
wh‘uﬂum,lrﬂlhl"ﬂ.ow“m
samwe Province aud neighborhood-—Hrittany—ihat pre-

duced its originator.
‘?hmmdhw Imperisl Colection of

-

wagnzines & quarter of & cenlery 8go Kre reproduoed |

tive more complimentary to M», Collier's integrity thas



